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CURRICULUM POLICY 

 
INCLUDING EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE  

To be read in conjunction with: 

• Teaching and Learning Policy  

• Assessment Policy  

• SEND Policy  

• Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy  

• PSHE and Relationships Education/RSE Policy  

• Online Safety and Acceptable Use of Technology Policy  

• Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy  

• EYFS Policy  

1. Introduction 

Birchfield School is committed to providing a broad, balanced, ambitious and inclusive 

curriculum that enables every pupil to flourish academically, socially, emotionally and 

personally. Our curriculum is designed to develop knowledgeable, confident and 

compassionate learners who are well prepared for the next stage of their education and for 

life in modern Britain and an increasingly interconnected world. 

The curriculum reflects the school's vision, values and ethos and provides opportunities for 

every pupil to acquire the knowledge, understanding, skills and personal qualities needed to 

become successful lifelong learners. It is carefully planned to ensure progression from the 

Early Years Foundation Stage through to Year 11, building knowledge and skills sequentially 

across all subjects. 

The curriculum is underpinned by The Birchfield Way, promoting high expectations, 

curiosity, resilience, integrity, kindness and respect. We believe that pupils achieve their best 

when they feel safe, valued and challenged within a nurturing environment. 

Birchfield School provides a full-time supervised education for pupils of compulsory school 

age that meets the requirements of the Education (Independent School Standards) 

Regulations 2014 (as amended) and is informed by: 

• The National Curriculum in England  

• The Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework  

• The Equality Act 2010  

• The Children and Social Work Act 2017  

• The SEND Code of Practice (2015)  

• Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education 

statutory guidance  

• Keeping Children Safe in Education (current edition)  

• Working Together to Safeguard Children (current edition)  
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The curriculum actively promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of 

pupils and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in 

modern Britain. It actively promotes: 

• democracy  

• the rule of law  

• individual liberty  

• mutual respect  

• tolerance of different faiths, beliefs and cultures  

These values are embedded throughout the curriculum, assemblies, pastoral provision, 

enrichment programme and wider life of the school. 

The curriculum reflects and celebrates the diversity of modern society. Teaching promotes 
equality of opportunity, challenges discrimination and stereotypes, and encourages pupils to 

value different cultures, backgrounds, identities and perspectives. In accordance with the 

Equality Act 2010, due regard is given to all protected characteristics, ensuring that every 

pupil feels respected, included and able to succeed. 

The curriculum is ambitious for all learners. It is designed to meet the differing needs, 

aptitudes and abilities of pupils, including those with: 

• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)  

• Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs)  

• English as an Additional Language (EAL)  

• High prior attainment and more able learners  

• Disabilities or medical needs  
• Young Carers  

• Children Looked After and previously looked after children  

Teachers use adaptive teaching strategies and appropriate support to ensure that every 

pupil can access learning while maintaining high expectations. Where appropriate, pupils 

receive targeted intervention, specialist support or additional challenge through individual 

programmes, Learning Enhancement provision or enrichment opportunities. 

The curriculum extends beyond academic learning to develop pupils' character, leadership, 

wellbeing and sense of social responsibility. Through a rich programme of extra-curricular 

activities, educational visits, outdoor learning, Forest School, performances, community 

engagement and leadership opportunities, pupils develop resilience, confidence, 

independence and a lifelong love of learning. 

Recognising the rapidly changing world in which our pupils live, the curriculum also develops 

digital literacy and responsible use of technology. Pupils are taught to use digital 

technologies, including artificial intelligence (AI), safely, ethically and critically. They learn 

how to evaluate information, recognise misinformation, protect their personal data and 

behave responsibly online, preparing them to participate confidently in an increasingly digital 

society. 
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Environmental responsibility and sustainability are woven throughout the curriculum, 

encouraging pupils to understand their role as global citizens and to appreciate the 

importance of protecting the natural world for future generations. 

Through high-quality teaching, meaningful assessment and a carefully sequenced curriculum, 

Birchfield School aims to ensure that every pupil makes strong progress, develops a love of 

learning and leaves the school fully prepared for the next stage of education and for life 

beyond the classroom. 

2. Curriculum Intent 

Curriculum Intent 

At Birchfield School, our curriculum is designed to inspire a lifelong love of learning while 

enabling every pupil to achieve their full academic and personal potential. It is ambitious, 

broad and balanced, providing pupils with the knowledge, skills and cultural capital they need 

to succeed in further education, employment and life beyond school. 

Our curriculum reflects the school's ethos of high expectations, kindness, resilience and 

respect. It is carefully planned to ensure that pupils progressively develop secure knowledge, 

understanding and skills across all subjects, whilst fostering curiosity, creativity, 

independence and confidence. 

The curriculum is underpinned by the principles that every pupil should: 

• receive an education which is ambitious, inclusive and appropriately challenging;  

• develop secure literacy, numeracy, communication and digital skills;  

• become confident, resilient and independent learners;  

• develop strong moral values and a sense of responsibility towards others;  

• understand and appreciate diversity, equality and inclusion;  

• become responsible, informed and active citizens;  

• develop the confidence to contribute positively to their local, national and global 

communities; and  

• leave Birchfield School well prepared for the next stage of their education and future 

employment.  

Our curriculum recognises that learning extends beyond the classroom. A rich programme 

of educational visits, performances, leadership opportunities, enrichment activities, Forest 

School, outdoor learning, competitions and extra-curricular activities enhances pupils' 

experiences and promotes the development of the whole child. 

Curriculum Design Principles 

The curriculum has been carefully designed to ensure that learning is: 

Ambitious 
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All pupils are challenged to achieve highly regardless of their starting points or individual 

needs. High expectations are maintained for all learners through carefully planned teaching, 

adaptive practice and appropriate support. 

Broad and Balanced 

Pupils experience a wide range of academic, creative, technological, physical and practical 

subjects, enabling them to discover and develop their interests and talents. 

Knowledge-Rich 

Learning is planned so that essential knowledge is taught explicitly and revisited regularly. 

New learning builds upon prior understanding through carefully sequenced programmes of 

study. 

Progressive 

Knowledge and skills develop systematically from the Early Years Foundation Stage through 

to Year 11, ensuring continuity and progression across all phases of the school. 

Inclusive 

The curriculum is designed to meet the needs of all pupils, including those with SEND, EAL, 

EHCPs, disabilities, medical needs and those who are more able. Teachers use adaptive 

teaching strategies and reasonable adjustments to ensure every pupil can access learning 

successfully. 

Relevant 

Learning is connected to the wider world through meaningful contexts, current affairs, 

sustainability, enterprise, careers education and global citizenship. 

Enriching 

The curriculum is enhanced through specialist teaching, themed learning days, educational 

visits, visiting speakers, workshops, competitions and a varied programme of clubs and 

leadership opportunities. 

Curriculum Implementation 

The curriculum is implemented through high-quality teaching that is informed by current 

educational research and evidence-based practice. 

Teachers: 

• have secure subject knowledge;  

• establish high expectations for all pupils;  

• sequence learning logically;  
• use assessment to identify misconceptions and inform future planning;  
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• provide regular opportunities for retrieval and recall;  

• develop pupils' vocabulary explicitly;  

• encourage critical thinking and problem solving;  

• promote collaborative and independent learning;  

• adapt teaching appropriately to meet individual needs; and  

• provide timely feedback to support progress.  

Learning is organised through a combination of discrete subject teaching and carefully 

planned cross-curricular opportunities where meaningful links enhance understanding 

without compromising subject integrity. 

The curriculum is reviewed regularly to ensure it remains relevant, engaging and responsive 

to national developments, educational research and the needs of Birchfield pupils. 

Curriculum Impact 

The impact of the curriculum is measured through a range of qualitative and quantitative 

evidence, including: 

• pupils' attainment and progress;  

• ongoing formative assessment;  

• summative assessment;  

• work scrutiny;  

• lesson observations;  

• learning walks;  

• pupil voice;  

• staff evaluation;  
• moderation activities;  

• attendance and engagement;  

• participation in enrichment activities; and  

• destination data where appropriate.  

By the time pupils leave Birchfield School they will: 

• demonstrate secure knowledge and understanding across the curriculum;  

• communicate confidently using a rich and varied vocabulary;  

• read fluently and widely for both pleasure and purpose;  

• apply mathematical reasoning confidently;  

• think critically and solve problems independently;  
• use technology safely, responsibly and effectively;  

• appreciate creativity, culture and diversity;  

• demonstrate resilience, integrity and respect for others;  

• make informed decisions about their health, wellbeing and future aspirations; and  

• be fully prepared for the next stage of their education as responsible, confident and 

compassionate young people.  

 

Curriculum Aims 
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In accordance with the Independent School Standards, Birchfield School aims to provide a 

curriculum that: 

• provides a full-time supervised education for pupils of compulsory school age;  

• gives pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human and 

social, physical, aesthetic and creative education;  

• enables pupils to acquire speaking, listening, literacy and numeracy skills;  

• promotes personal development, wellbeing and healthy lifestyles;  

• prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in 

modern Britain;  

• actively promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, 

individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance;  

• reflects the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010;  

• supports pupils in making informed choices about future education, careers and 

employment;  

• promotes environmental awareness and sustainability;  

• develops digital literacy and responsible use of emerging technologies, including 

artificial intelligence; and  

• ensures that all pupils, regardless of background or ability, have the opportunity to 

learn, make progress and achieve success.  

3. Organisation of the Curriculum 

Organisation of the Curriculum 

The curriculum at Birchfield School is organised to provide a coherent, progressive and 

enriching educational experience for all pupils from the Early Years Foundation Stage 

through to Year 11. It is planned to ensure continuity of learning, clear progression in 

knowledge and skills, and increasing levels of challenge as pupils move through the school. 

Learning is delivered primarily through discrete subject teaching, allowing pupils to develop 

secure subject-specific knowledge and understanding. Where appropriate, meaningful cross-

curricular links are made through themed learning, project-based learning and enrichment 

activities to deepen understanding and enable pupils to apply their knowledge in different 

contexts. 

The curriculum is supported by specialist teaching, high-quality resources, educational visits, 

visiting speakers, outdoor learning and a broad programme of extra-curricular activities, 

ensuring that pupils experience learning both within and beyond the classroom. 

Long-term curriculum plans identify the knowledge, skills and concepts to be taught 

throughout each academic year. Medium-term planning ensures logical sequencing and 

progression within subjects, whilst short-term planning enables teachers to respond to 

assessment information and pupils' individual needs. 

Teachers use ongoing formative assessment to inform planning, identify misconceptions and 

adapt teaching accordingly. Learning objectives are clearly defined, and lessons are designed 

to provide appropriate support, challenge and opportunities for independent learning. 
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Linguistic Education 

Language and communication underpin learning across the curriculum. 

Pupils develop their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills through a carefully planned 

English curriculum that promotes: 

• spoken language and oracy;  

• vocabulary development;  

• reading fluency and comprehension;  

• creative and transactional writing;  

• spelling, punctuation and grammar;  

• discussion, debate and presentation skills; and  

• appreciation of high-quality literature.  

Reading is central to the curriculum. The school actively promotes reading for pleasure 

alongside the teaching of reading skills through high-quality texts, class readers, guided 

reading, independent reading and library provision. Pupils are encouraged to develop 

increasingly sophisticated vocabulary across all curriculum subjects. 

Opportunities for public speaking, drama, performances, presentations and collaborative 

discussion help pupils become articulate, confident communicators. 

Modern Foreign Languages form an important part of the curriculum. Spanish is taught from 

Reception through to GCSE by specialist teachers. French is introduced from Year 7, 

broadening pupils' linguistic and cultural understanding. The school celebrates the European 

Day of Languages annually and offers language-based enrichment activities where 

appropriate. 

Mathematical Education 

The mathematics curriculum develops pupils' fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills 

through carefully sequenced learning. 

Pupils learn to: 

• develop secure number knowledge;  

• calculate accurately and efficiently;  

• reason mathematically;  

• solve increasingly complex problems;  

• recognise patterns and relationships;  

• apply mathematics in practical contexts; and  

• communicate mathematical thinking clearly.  

Daily mathematics lessons are supported by opportunities to develop mathematical 

reasoning and problem-solving across the curriculum. Regular retrieval practice and times 

table fluency support long-term retention and confidence. 
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Where appropriate, pupils receive additional intervention or extension through Learning 

Enhancement or specialist provision to ensure appropriate support and challenge. 

 

Scientific Education 

Science develops pupils' understanding of the natural world through practical investigation, 

enquiry and evidence-based reasoning. 

Pupils learn to: 

• observe carefully;  

• ask scientific questions;  

• plan and carry out investigations;  

• record and interpret results;  

• evaluate evidence;  

• understand scientific concepts; and  

• appreciate the role of science in society.  

From Year 3, pupils benefit from specialist science teaching in the school's laboratory, 

supported by a laboratory technician. Practical investigation forms an integral part of 

learning, enabling pupils to develop scientific enquiry skills alongside secure scientific 

knowledge. 

Project-based learning and STEM activities provide additional opportunities for pupils to 

apply scientific understanding in real-world contexts. 

Technological Education 

Technology equips pupils with the knowledge and skills needed to participate confidently in 

an increasingly digital world. 

Through Design and Technology, Food Technology, Computing and Computer Science, 

pupils develop their ability to: 

• design innovative solutions;  

• create and evaluate products;  

• solve practical problems;  

• programme and code;  

• use digital technologies effectively;  

• understand computational thinking; and  

• work safely with tools, materials and equipment.  

Computing education includes digital literacy, online safety, cyber awareness and responsible 

use of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence (AI). Pupils are taught to 

evaluate digital information critically, recognise misinformation, protect personal data and 

understand the ethical use of technology. 
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Technology is integrated across the curriculum through the appropriate use of digital 

devices and online learning platforms, including Griffin Learning. The school continually 

reviews its digital provision to ensure pupils develop the technological skills required for 

future education and employment. 

Coding, robotics and digital enrichment opportunities are offered through curriculum 

activities and clubs where appropriate. 

Human and Social Education 

Pupils develop an understanding of people, societies, cultures and the wider world through 

History, Geography, Religious Studies and Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) 

Education. 

These subjects enable pupils to: 

• understand historical events and their significance;  

• explore geographical processes and environments;  

• appreciate different cultures, beliefs and traditions;  

• understand democracy and citizenship;  

• recognise the importance of equality and human rights;  

• develop financial awareness;  

• understand healthy relationships;  

• appreciate diversity within modern Britain; and  

• become informed global citizens.  

Religious Studies encourages pupils to explore a range of religious and non-religious 

worldviews with respect and openness. Lessons promote thoughtful discussion and develop 

pupils' understanding of different beliefs while encouraging critical thinking and reflection. 

PSHE is taught throughout the school and includes Relationships Education, Relationships 

and Sex Education (RSE), Health Education, mental wellbeing, online safety, financial 

education, citizenship and preparation for adult life. The curriculum reflects statutory 

guidance and is delivered in an age-appropriate manner. 

Physical Education 

Physical Education promotes lifelong participation in physical activity while supporting pupils' 

physical, mental and emotional wellbeing. 

The curriculum develops: 

• physical competence;  

• teamwork and leadership;  

• resilience and perseverance;  

• tactical understanding;  

• healthy lifestyles;  

• personal fitness; and  

• sportsmanship.  
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Pupils participate in a broad range of sporting activities through curriculum PE, Games 

lessons and extra-curricular sport. 

Forest School and Outdoor Learning form an important part of the curriculum for younger 

pupils, encouraging exploration, independence, environmental awareness and risk 

management. 

Swimming lessons are provided for pupils in Reception to Year 6, enabling pupils to develop 

water confidence and essential life skills. 

Aesthetic and Creative Education 

Creativity is valued across the curriculum and nurtured through Art, Design Technology, 

Music, Drama and English. 

Pupils are encouraged to: 

• create, perform and evaluate;  

• develop imagination and originality;  

• appreciate artistic and cultural diversity;  

• express themselves confidently;  

• collaborate with others; and  

• reflect critically on their own work.  

Specialist teaching, dedicated learning spaces and regular opportunities for performance 

enrich pupils' creative experiences. 

Pupils participate in concerts, drama productions, House Music competitions, exhibitions 

and wider community events, developing confidence, communication skills and cultural 

appreciation. 

Enrichment and Project-Based Learning further extend pupils' creativity through topics such 

as architecture, sustainability, engineering, enterprise and environmental education, 

encouraging pupils to make meaningful connections between curriculum subjects. 

Sustainability and Global Citizenship 

Environmental education is embedded throughout the curriculum. Pupils are encouraged to 

understand their role in protecting the environment and contributing positively to society. 

Learning opportunities promote: 

• sustainability;  

• conservation;  

• responsible consumption;  
• climate awareness;  

• biodiversity;  

• global responsibility; and  

• active citizenship.  
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These themes are explored through curriculum subjects, Forest School, outdoor learning, 

themed days, enrichment projects and community engagement. 

Enrichment and Wider Curriculum 

The curriculum is enriched through a wide range of opportunities that enhance learning 

beyond the classroom. 

These include: 

• educational visits;  

• residential experiences;  

• themed curriculum days;  

• visiting speakers;  

• enterprise activities;  

• leadership opportunities;  

• charitable initiatives;  

• competitions;  

• clubs and societies;  

• performances;  

• sporting events; and  

• community partnerships.  

Enrichment supports pupils in developing confidence, resilience, independence, leadership, 

collaboration and a lifelong enthusiasm for learning. 

4. Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

Teaching and Learning 

At Birchfield School, high-quality teaching is at the heart of an excellent education. Our 

teaching is underpinned by high expectations, secure subject knowledge and a commitment 

to ensuring that every pupil is challenged, supported and inspired to achieve their full 

potential. 

Teaching is informed by current educational research and evidence-based practice. Lessons 

are carefully planned to build upon prior learning, promote long-term retention of 

knowledge and develop pupils' confidence as independent learners. 

Teachers foster a positive learning environment where pupils feel safe to ask questions, take 

intellectual risks, learn from mistakes and celebrate success. Relationships between staff and 

pupils are characterised by mutual respect, kindness and high expectations. 

Teaching promotes curiosity, resilience, creativity and critical thinking, encouraging pupils to 

become reflective learners who take increasing responsibility for their own progress. 

Effective Teaching 

Teachers are expected to: 
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• demonstrate secure and up-to-date subject knowledge;  

• communicate clear learning objectives and success criteria;  

• maintain consistently high expectations of behaviour, effort and achievement;  

• provide well-sequenced learning that builds progressively over time;  

• adapt teaching to meet the needs of all learners;  

• use effective questioning to deepen understanding;  

• explicitly teach and revisit key vocabulary;  

• identify and address misconceptions promptly;  

• provide opportunities for discussion, collaboration and independent learning;  

• promote resilience, perseverance and a growth mindset; and  

• foster pupils' enjoyment of learning.  

Learning activities are designed to encourage pupils to think deeply, apply their knowledge 

in unfamiliar contexts and make meaningful connections across the curriculum where 

appropriate. 

Adaptive Teaching and Inclusion 

Birchfield School is committed to ensuring that every pupil can access a high-quality 

education regardless of starting point, background or individual need. 

Teachers use adaptive teaching strategies to ensure that learning is accessible while 

maintaining ambitious expectations for all pupils. 

Adaptations may include: 

• carefully scaffolded learning;  

• pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts;  

• visual supports and practical resources;  

• targeted questioning;  

• flexible grouping;  

• additional modelling;  

• assistive technology where appropriate;  

• extension activities for higher-attaining pupils; and  

• reasonable adjustments for pupils with SEND or medical needs.  

Adaptive teaching is responsive and informed by ongoing assessment rather than fixed ability 

grouping wherever possible. 

Further information is contained within the school's SEND Policy. 

Reading Across the Curriculum 

Reading is fundamental to pupils' academic success and personal development and is 

therefore central to the curriculum. 

The school promotes: 

• early reading;  
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• reading fluency;  

• comprehension;  

• vocabulary acquisition;  

• disciplinary reading within subject areas;  

• reading for pleasure; and  

• independent reading habits.  

Teachers model fluent reading, explicitly teach reading strategies and provide opportunities 

for pupils to engage with a wide range of high-quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 

Reading is promoted through classroom libraries, the school library, author visits, reading 

challenges and curriculum texts that reflect diverse voices and experiences. 

Where pupils require additional support with reading, timely intervention is provided 

through the Learning Enhancement Department or targeted classroom strategies. 

Oracy and Communication 

The development of spoken language is recognised as essential for learning across the 

curriculum. 

Pupils are provided with regular opportunities to: 

• participate in discussion;  

• explain their thinking;  

• present ideas confidently;  

• debate respectfully;  

• perform to an audience;  

• work collaboratively; and  

• develop effective listening skills.  

Teachers explicitly teach subject-specific vocabulary and encourage pupils to communicate 

using increasingly precise language. 

Opportunities for drama, public speaking, assemblies, performances and pupil leadership 

further strengthen communication skills. 

Assessment 

Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and is used to support progress 

rather than simply measure attainment. 

The school's assessment system enables teachers to: 

• identify pupils' strengths and next steps;  
• monitor progress over time;  

• identify misconceptions;  

• adapt teaching appropriately;  

• provide timely intervention;  
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• celebrate achievement; and  

• communicate progress effectively with pupils and parents.  

Assessment is both formative and summative. 

Formative Assessment 

Teachers use a range of ongoing assessment strategies, including: 

• effective questioning;  

• classroom discussion;  

• observation;  

• low-stakes quizzes;  

• retrieval practice;  

• self-assessment;  

• peer assessment;  

• review of classwork;  

• verbal feedback; and  

• live marking where appropriate.  

These approaches enable teachers to respond quickly to pupils' needs and adapt teaching to 

maximise progress. 

Summative Assessment 

Summative assessment provides information about pupils' attainment and progress over 

time. 

Assessment may include: 

• end-of-unit assessments;  

• standardised assessments;  

• practical investigations;  

• extended written work;  

• presentations and performances;  

• coursework where appropriate; and  

• external examinations.  

The school uses nationally recognised assessment materials where appropriate to support 

benchmarking and inform curriculum development. 

Assessment arrangements are reviewed regularly to ensure they remain appropriate and 

supportive of pupils' learning. 

Feedback 

Effective feedback enables pupils to understand: 

• what they have done well;  
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• where improvements can be made; and  

• how to improve their work further.  

Feedback may be verbal or written and is provided in a timely manner. Pupils are 

encouraged to respond to feedback and reflect on their learning. 

The purpose of feedback is to improve learning rather than simply correct errors. 

Further guidance is available within the school's Feedback and Assessment Policy. 

Monitoring Progress 

Pupils' progress is monitored through: 

• ongoing teacher assessment;  

• curriculum assessments;  

• standardised assessments;  
• pupil progress meetings;  

• work scrutiny;  

• moderation activities;  

• Learning Enhancement reviews where appropriate; and  

• regular communication with parents.  

Assessment information is used to identify pupils requiring additional support or greater 

challenge, ensuring that appropriate interventions are implemented promptly. 

Homework 

Homework is used to consolidate learning, develop independent study skills and prepare 

pupils for future learning. 

Tasks are appropriate to pupils' age and stage of development and may include: 

• reading;  

• retrieval practice;  

• mathematical fluency;  

• research;  

• extended projects;  

• revision;  

• creative tasks; and  

• preparation for assessments.  

Use of Digital Technology and Artificial Intelligence 

Technology is used to enhance teaching and learning where it adds educational value. 

Pupils are taught to use digital technologies responsibly, safely and ethically. They learn to: 

• evaluate online information critically;  
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• recognise misinformation and disinformation;  

• protect personal information;  

• understand digital footprints;  

• use artificial intelligence (AI) appropriately to support learning;  

• acknowledge sources appropriately; and  

• uphold academic honesty and integrity.  

Staff ensure that the use of AI complements learning and does not replace pupils' own 

thinking, creativity or independent work. 

The use of technology is supported by the school's Online Safety and Acceptable Use of 

Technology Policy. 

High Expectations 

Birchfield School believes that all pupils can achieve success through effort, perseverance 

and high-quality teaching. 

Teachers promote: 

• excellent behaviour for learning;  

• resilience;  

• independence;  

• curiosity;  

• responsibility;  

• collaboration;  

• self-reflection; and  

• pride in achievement.  

A culture of aspiration, respect and continuous improvement enables every pupil to flourish 

academically and personally. 

5. Inclusion and Equal Opportunities 

Inclusion 

Birchfield School is committed to providing an inclusive education in which every pupil is 

valued, respected and supported to achieve their full potential. We recognise that every 

child is unique and that pupils learn in different ways and at different rates. Our curriculum 

is designed to remove barriers to learning and ensure that all pupils have equitable access to 

a broad, balanced and ambitious education. 

High expectations are maintained for every pupil, regardless of their background, prior 

attainment or individual circumstances. Inclusion is embedded within all aspects of school 

life and reflects our commitment to equality, diversity and the wellbeing of every member of 

the school community. 
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Teachers create learning environments where pupils feel safe, respected and able to 

participate fully in school life. Pupils are encouraged to celebrate diversity, demonstrate 

empathy and develop respect for the rights, beliefs and experiences of others. 

Equality of Opportunity 

The curriculum actively promotes equality of opportunity in accordance with the Equality 

Act 2010. 

Birchfield School is committed to ensuring that no pupil experiences discrimination, 

harassment or victimisation on the basis of any protected characteristic, including: 

• age  

• disability  

• gender reassignment  

• marriage and civil partnership  

• pregnancy and maternity  

• race  

• religion or belief  

• sex  

• sexual orientation  

The curriculum reflects a diverse range of cultures, identities, experiences and perspectives. 

Resources and learning materials are carefully selected to promote inclusion, challenge 

stereotypes and encourage pupils to appreciate the richness and diversity of modern Britain 

and the wider world. 

Teachers actively foster an environment in which respectful discussion is encouraged and 

differing viewpoints are explored with sensitivity and mutual respect. 

Pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 

Birchfield School is committed to identifying and supporting pupils with Special Educational 

Needs and Disabilities (SEND) at the earliest opportunity. 

Provision is made in accordance with the SEND Code of Practice (2015) and the 

school's SEND Policy. 

The Learning Enhancement Department works closely with teachers, parents and external 

agencies to ensure that pupils receive appropriate support to access the curriculum and 

make good progress. 

Support may include: 

• adaptive teaching within the classroom;  

• targeted intervention programmes;  

• small-group teaching;  

• individual support sessions;  

• specialist resources;  
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• assistive technology where appropriate;  

• examination access arrangements; and  

• personalised strategies to promote independence and confidence.  

Where appropriate, Individual Education Plans (IEPs), Pupil Passports or Provision Maps are 

developed to identify agreed strategies, targets and support arrangements. 

Pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) receive provision in line with their 

statutory plan, ensuring that their individual needs are met effectively. 

The effectiveness of support is monitored regularly through assessment, review meetings 

and collaboration with parents, pupils and external professionals. 

Pupils with English as an Additional Language (EAL) 

The school values the linguistic and cultural diversity that pupils with English as an Additional 

Language bring to the school community. 

Pupils learning English receive appropriate support to enable them to access the curriculum 

while continuing to develop their first language wherever possible. 

Teachers: 

• adapt language appropriately;  

• explicitly teach subject-specific vocabulary;  

• provide visual and practical learning opportunities;  

• use modelling and scaffolding effectively;  

• encourage collaborative learning; and  

• monitor language development alongside academic progress.  

The school recognises bilingualism as a strength and celebrates the diversity of languages 

represented within the school community. 

More Able and High Prior Attaining Pupils 

Birchfield School recognises that pupils demonstrate ability in different ways and at different 

stages of their education. 

The curriculum provides opportunities for pupils who demonstrate high levels of attainment 

or potential to experience additional challenge through: 

• greater depth learning;  

• higher-order questioning;  

• extension tasks;  

• independent research;  
• enrichment activities;  

• leadership opportunities;  

• competitions;  

• specialist workshops; and  
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• subject-specific extension programmes where appropriate.  

Teachers identify pupils requiring additional challenge through ongoing assessment and 

ensure that expectations remain ambitious. 

The school aims to develop curiosity, creativity, independence and intellectual confidence in 

all learners. 

Looked After Children, Previously Looked After Children and Young Carers 

Birchfield School recognises that some pupils may face additional barriers to learning due to 

their personal circumstances. 

Appropriate pastoral and academic support is provided for: 

• Children Looked After;  

• Previously Looked After Children;  
• Young Carers; and  

• pupils experiencing significant family or social challenges.  

Where appropriate, staff work collaboratively with parents, carers, local authorities and 

external agencies to ensure that pupils receive the support necessary to achieve positive 

outcomes. 

Wellbeing and Mental Health 

The school recognises that emotional wellbeing is fundamental to successful learning. 

The curriculum supports pupils' mental health and wellbeing through: 

• PSHE education;  

• pastoral care;  

• positive relationships;  
• emotional literacy;  

• resilience education;  

• mindfulness and reflection where appropriate;  

• opportunities for physical activity; and  

• access to appropriate pastoral support.  

Staff promote a culture where pupils feel able to seek help and discuss concerns confidently. 

Where necessary, pupils may be referred to appropriate internal or external support 

services. 

Safeguarding within the Curriculum 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility and is embedded throughout the curriculum. 
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Age-appropriate safeguarding themes are taught through PSHE, Relationships Education, 

RSE, assemblies and wider curriculum opportunities. 

Pupils are taught how to: 

• recognise risks;  

• keep themselves safe;  

• develop healthy relationships;  

• seek help when needed;  

• stay safe online;  

• recognise inappropriate behaviour;  

• understand consent and personal boundaries; and  

• develop resilience to exploitation and harmful influences.  

Teaching reflects current safeguarding guidance and is reviewed regularly to ensure it 

remains relevant to the evolving risks faced by children and young people. 

Pupil Voice 

Birchfield School values the views and experiences of its pupils. 

Pupils are encouraged to contribute to the development of school life through opportunities 

such as: 

• School Council;  

• pupil questionnaires;  

• leadership roles;  

• peer mentoring;  

• curriculum feedback;  

• ambassador roles; and  

• charitable and community initiatives.  

Listening to pupil voice helps ensure that the curriculum remains engaging, inclusive and 

responsive to pupils' needs and aspirations. 

Commitment to Inclusion 

Birchfield School believes that inclusion is fundamental to educational excellence. 

By maintaining high expectations, fostering positive relationships and providing appropriate 

support and challenge, we seek to ensure that every pupil: 

• feels safe, respected and valued;  

• enjoys learning;  

• makes strong progress;  

• develops confidence and independence;  

• contributes positively to the school community; and  

• leaves Birchfield School fully prepared for the next stage of education and for life 

beyond school.  
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6. Curriculum Areas 

Birchfield School provides a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum that equips pupils 

with the knowledge, understanding, skills and personal qualities required for success in 

school and later life. The curriculum is designed to develop confident, articulate, creative 

and responsible learners through high-quality teaching, meaningful assessment and a rich 

programme of enrichment opportunities. 

Teaching is delivered through discrete subject disciplines, complemented by carefully 

planned cross-curricular learning where appropriate. Subject leaders regularly review 

curriculum content to ensure that it remains relevant, progressive and responsive to 

developments in education and society. 

 

Linguistic Education 

The development of language, communication and literacy is central to learning across the 

curriculum. 

Pupils develop the ability to: 

• communicate confidently and effectively;  

• listen attentively and respond thoughtfully;  

• read fluently and with understanding;  

• write accurately and creatively for a range of audiences and purposes; and  

• acquire a rich and varied vocabulary.  

English is taught daily throughout the school using high-quality texts that promote both 

enjoyment and academic challenge. Teaching develops speaking, listening, reading, writing, 

spelling, grammar and punctuation alongside opportunities for discussion, debate, 

performance and public speaking. 

Reading is actively promoted throughout the school. Pupils are encouraged to read widely 

for pleasure and information through class texts, guided reading, independent reading, 

library provision and reading enrichment activities. Teachers explicitly teach reading 

comprehension, inference, fluency and disciplinary literacy across all curriculum subjects. 

Modern Foreign Languages are taught by specialist teachers. Spanish is taught from 

Reception through to GCSE, while French is introduced from Year 7. Language learning 

develops pupils' communication skills, cultural awareness and appreciation of global 

diversity. The school celebrates the European Day of Languages and provides additional 

language enrichment opportunities where appropriate. 

Mathematical Education 

Mathematics develops logical thinking, resilience and problem-solving skills while providing 

pupils with essential knowledge for everyday life and future study. 
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The curriculum enables pupils to: 

• develop fluency in number and calculation;  

• reason mathematically;  

• solve increasingly complex problems;  

• understand relationships and patterns;  

• apply mathematics in practical situations; and  

• communicate mathematical reasoning with confidence.  

Daily mathematics lessons are supplemented by opportunities for mathematical reasoning, 

fluency practice and problem-solving. Retrieval activities support long-term retention, whilst 

practical resources and investigative tasks deepen conceptual understanding. 

Where appropriate, targeted intervention or extension is provided through Learning 
Enhancement or specialist provision to ensure that every pupil is supported and challenged 

appropriately. 

Scientific Education 

Science encourages curiosity, enquiry and an evidence-based understanding of the world. 

Pupils develop scientific knowledge alongside the practical skills required to investigate 

scientific questions independently. 

Teaching enables pupils to: 

• observe accurately;  

• ask scientific questions;  

• formulate hypotheses;  

• plan and carry out investigations;  

• interpret and evaluate evidence;  

• draw reasoned conclusions; and  

• understand the relevance of science within everyday life.  

From Year 3 onwards, pupils are taught by specialist science teachers within the school's 

dedicated laboratory, supported by a laboratory technician. Practical investigation is an 

integral part of learning and encourages pupils to think critically, work collaboratively and 

apply scientific knowledge confidently. 

STEM projects, enrichment activities and project-based learning further develop pupils' 

curiosity and understanding of science and technology. 

Technological Education 

Technology is an integral part of modern education and prepares pupils to participate 

confidently in an increasingly digital society. 

Through Design and Technology, Food Technology, Computing and Computer Science, 

pupils develop practical, creative and computational skills. 
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Learning enables pupils to: 

• design innovative solutions;  

• create and evaluate products;  

• use tools, materials and equipment safely;  

• understand engineering and design processes;  

• develop computational thinking;  

• code and programme effectively;  

• solve practical problems; and  

• evaluate technological solutions critically.  

Food Technology provides opportunities for pupils to develop practical cooking skills, 

understand healthy nutrition and apply principles of food hygiene and safety. 

Computing education includes: 

• digital literacy;  

• programming;  

• data handling;  

• online safety;  

• cyber security awareness;  

• responsible use of technology;  

• digital collaboration; and  

• ethical use of artificial intelligence (AI).  

Pupils learn how AI technologies can support learning whilst understanding their limitations, 

ethical implications, the importance of academic integrity and the need to evaluate digitally 

generated information critically. 

Digital technologies are used appropriately across the curriculum to enhance learning. 

Griffin Learning supports blended and remote learning where appropriate, while pupils have 

access to age-appropriate digital devices that enable them to develop essential technological 

skills for future education and employment. 

Human and Social Education 

The human and social sciences enable pupils to understand themselves, others and the 

wider world. 

History, Geography, Religious Studies and PSHE provide opportunities for pupils to develop 

knowledge, empathy and informed perspectives on society. 

The curriculum encourages pupils to: 

• understand historical change and significance;  

• appreciate geographical diversity and environmental issues;  

• explore different cultures and traditions;  

• understand democracy and citizenship;  

• develop financial awareness;  
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• appreciate different religious and non-religious worldviews;  

• understand equality and human rights; and  

• become informed, responsible global citizens.  

Religious Studies encourages respectful exploration of a range of faiths and worldviews, 

fostering tolerance, reflection and understanding. 

PSHE provides a comprehensive programme that includes: 

• Relationships Education;  

• Relationships and Sex Education (RSE);  

• Health Education;  

• emotional wellbeing;  

• online safety;  
• financial education;  

• citizenship;  

• careers education;  

• personal safety; and  

• preparation for adult life.  

Teaching reflects statutory guidance and supports pupils in making informed, responsible 

decisions. 

Physical Education 

Physical Education promotes lifelong participation in physical activity while supporting pupils' 

physical, emotional and social development. 

The curriculum develops: 

• physical competence;  

• teamwork;  

• leadership;  

• resilience;  

• tactical understanding;  

• healthy lifestyles;  

• fitness;  

• self-discipline; and  

• sportsmanship.  

All pupils receive regular Physical Education lessons delivered by specialist teachers. Games 

sessions provide additional opportunities to develop competitive sport, teamwork and 

physical fitness. 

Forest School and Outdoor Learning are integral to the curriculum for younger pupils and 

provide opportunities to develop confidence, independence, resilience, environmental 

awareness and practical problem-solving skills. 
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Swimming forms part of the curriculum for pupils in Reception to Year 6, enabling pupils to 

develop confidence and competence in the water while acquiring an important life skill. 

A wide range of sporting clubs, competitions and fixtures further enrich pupils' physical 

education and encourage lifelong participation in sport. 

Aesthetic and Creative Education 

Creativity is highly valued at Birchfield School and is nurtured throughout the curriculum. 

Pupils develop their creativity through Art, Music, Drama, Design Technology and English. 

Teaching enables pupils to: 

• create imaginative work;  

• perform confidently;  

• appreciate artistic and cultural traditions;  
• evaluate creative work thoughtfully;  

• express themselves creatively; and  

• develop confidence through performance.  

Specialist teaching and dedicated learning spaces support high-quality learning experiences. 

Pupils participate regularly in: 

• concerts;  

• drama productions;  

• House Music competitions;  

• art exhibitions;  

• performances;  

• visiting workshops; and  

• collaborative creative projects.  

Creative opportunities develop confidence, communication skills, resilience and appreciation 

of the arts. 

Digital Literacy and Artificial Intelligence 

Digital literacy is embedded across the curriculum to ensure that pupils become safe, 

responsible and discerning users of technology. 

Pupils are taught to: 

• use technology safely and responsibly;  

• evaluate the reliability of online information;  

• recognise misinformation and disinformation;  

• understand digital footprints;  

• protect personal information;  

• communicate respectfully online;  
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• understand cyber security principles;  

• use artificial intelligence ethically and responsibly; and  

• uphold academic honesty when using digital tools.  

Digital learning complements, rather than replaces, high-quality teaching and independent 

thinking. 

Sustainability and Global Citizenship 

Birchfield School is committed to developing environmentally responsible and socially aware 

citizens. 

Sustainability is woven throughout the curriculum, enabling pupils to understand: 

• climate change;  

• biodiversity;  

• conservation;  

• responsible consumption;  

• sustainable development;  

• environmental stewardship; and  

• global responsibility.  

Learning is enhanced through Forest School, outdoor learning, themed curriculum days, 

enrichment projects, educational visits and community initiatives. 

Enrichment and Project-Based Learning 

The curriculum is enriched through a wide range of additional learning experiences that 

broaden pupils' horizons and foster personal growth. 

These include: 

• Project-Based Learning (PBL);  

• themed curriculum days;  

• educational visits;  

• residential experiences;  

• visiting speakers;  

• enterprise projects;  

• STEM activities;  

• competitions;  

• leadership programmes;  

• charitable initiatives;  
• volunteering opportunities;  

• performances; and  

• an extensive programme of clubs and societies.  

Topics such as architecture, engineering, sustainability, enterprise, digital innovation and 

global citizenship encourage pupils to make meaningful connections across different 

curriculum areas while developing collaboration, creativity and independent enquiry. 
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The wider curriculum is designed to inspire curiosity, deepen understanding and ensure that 

every pupil develops the knowledge, skills and character needed to thrive in an ever-

changing world. 

7. Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) provides the foundation for every child's future 

learning and development. At Birchfield School, we are committed to providing a safe, 

stimulating and nurturing environment in which every child feels valued, secure and 

confident to explore, learn and achieve. 

Our EYFS provision follows the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework 

and reflects the four overarching principles that underpin effective early years practice: 

• Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 

confident and self-assured.  

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.  

• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments where their individual 

needs are recognised and supported.  

• Children develop and learn at different rates.  

Learning experiences are carefully planned to promote curiosity, independence, creativity 

and a lifelong love of learning, ensuring that children are well prepared for the transition 

into Key Stage 1. 

Curriculum Intent 

The EYFS curriculum is ambitious, inclusive and responsive to the needs of every child. It 

provides a balance of adult-led teaching, child-initiated play and carefully planned learning 

experiences that enable children to develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes required for 

future success. 

The curriculum is designed to: 

• develop confident, happy and independent learners;  

• foster curiosity, creativity and resilience;  

• promote secure communication and language development;  

• establish strong foundations in early reading, writing and mathematics;  

• support children's physical, emotional and social development;  

• encourage exploration, investigation and problem-solving;  
• develop positive attitudes towards learning; and  

• prepare children for a successful transition into Year 1.  

Learning and Development 

The curriculum is organised around the seven areas of learning and development. 
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Prime Areas 

The three Prime Areas provide the foundations for children's learning and are given 

particular emphasis throughout the Reception year. 

Communication and Language 

Children develop speaking, listening and understanding through high-quality interactions, 

storytelling, role play, songs, discussion and carefully planned vocabulary development. 

Physical Development 

Children develop both gross and fine motor skills through indoor and outdoor learning, 

Forest School, PE, practical activities and opportunities that promote coordination, strength 

and healthy lifestyles. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Children learn to develop positive relationships, confidence, resilience, independence, self-

regulation and emotional wellbeing. They are encouraged to understand their feelings, 

manage behaviour appropriately and work cooperatively with others. 

Specific Areas 

The four Specific Areas build upon the Prime Areas and provide children with a broad range 

of learning experiences. 

Literacy 

Children develop early reading and writing through a systematic synthetic phonics 

programme, shared reading, storytelling, mark-making and purposeful writing opportunities. 

Reading is promoted through high-quality texts, daily story sessions and opportunities to 

develop a lifelong enjoyment of books. 

Mathematics 

Children develop mathematical understanding through practical exploration, discussion, 

games and investigation. Learning focuses upon number, numerical patterns, reasoning and 

mathematical language. 

Understanding the World 

Children explore the natural world, technology, communities, cultures and the past through 

first-hand experiences, investigation and play. 

Learning promotes curiosity, environmental awareness and respect for diversity. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
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Children develop creativity through art, music, dance, drama, imaginative play and design 

activities. They are encouraged to experiment, create, perform and express their own ideas 

confidently. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Teaching and learning are planned to promote the three Characteristics of Effective 

Learning: 

Playing and Exploring 

Children investigate, experience new things, solve problems and develop confidence through 

active exploration. 

Active Learning 

Children concentrate, persevere and experience satisfaction through achieving their own 

goals and overcoming challenges. 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

Children develop their own ideas, make connections, evaluate their learning and solve 

problems independently and collaboratively. 

These characteristics underpin all aspects of learning and support children's development as 

confident and capable learners. 

Teaching and Learning 

Teaching in the EYFS combines direct teaching with carefully planned opportunities for 

child-initiated learning. 

Adults: 

• model language effectively;  

• extend children's vocabulary;  

• ask thoughtful questions;  

• observe children's interests;  

• respond to individual needs;  

• provide appropriate challenge;  

• encourage independence; and  

• create meaningful opportunities for sustained shared thinking.  

Learning takes place both indoors and outdoors throughout the year. The continuous 

provision enables children to explore independently while consolidating new learning across 

all curriculum areas. 
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Forest School, outdoor learning and the school's woodland environment provide valuable 

opportunities for exploration, investigation, risk assessment, physical development and 

environmental awareness. 

Early Reading 

Early reading is a key priority within the EYFS. 

Children participate in a systematic synthetic phonics programme that develops secure 

decoding, blending and segmenting skills. Phonics teaching is supported through reading 

practice sessions that match children's developing phonics knowledge. 

Children also experience: 

• daily story sessions;  

• shared reading;  

• rhyme and storytelling;  

• vocabulary-rich conversations;  

• language games; and  

• opportunities to develop comprehension alongside decoding skills.  

The school works closely with parents to encourage regular reading at home and promote 

reading for pleasure. 

Assessment 

Assessment within the EYFS is continuous and primarily formative. 

Practitioners use ongoing observations, professional dialogue and knowledge of each child to 

monitor progress and inform future planning. 

Assessment includes: 

• daily observations;  

• interactions with children;  

• examples of children's work;  

• discussions with parents;  

• professional judgement; and  

• regular review of children's development.  

Children's progress is monitored across all seven areas of learning to ensure that any 

additional support or challenge is identified promptly. 

The statutory Reception Baseline Assessment is completed where required, and the EYFS 

Profile is completed at the end of the Reception year in accordance with national 

requirements. 

Assessment information supports successful transition into Key Stage 1 and informs future 

curriculum planning. 
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Inclusion 

Every child is welcomed as an individual and supported to achieve their full potential. 

Teachers use adaptive teaching strategies to ensure that all children can access learning, 

including those with: 

• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND);  

• English as an Additional Language (EAL);  

• disabilities or medical needs;  

• Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs); and  

• high prior attainment.  

Where appropriate, the Learning Enhancement Department works closely with teachers, 

parents and external professionals to provide timely intervention and personalised support. 

Strong partnerships with parents ensure that learning is shared between home and school. 

Enrichment 

The Reception curriculum is enhanced through a wide range of enriching experiences 

including: 

• specialist Music lessons;  

• Spanish lessons;  

• Computing;  

• Physical Education;  

• Forest School;  

• outdoor learning;  

• educational visits;  

• themed learning days;  

• celebrations and cultural events;  

• performances; and  

• visitors who enhance children's understanding of the wider world.  

The outdoor learning environment provides daily opportunities for exploration, 

investigation, imaginative play and physical development. 

Safeguarding and Welfare 

The welfare of every child is paramount. 

The school meets the safeguarding and welfare requirements of the EYFS Statutory 

Framework. Staff create a safe, caring and inclusive environment where children feel secure, 

valued and able to learn confidently. 

Positive relationships with families support children's wellbeing and ensure that concerns are 

identified and addressed promptly. 
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Children are taught, in an age-appropriate way, how to keep themselves safe, develop 

healthy relationships and understand appropriate boundaries. 

Transition 

Effective transition arrangements help children move confidently between home, the Early 

Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1. 

The school works closely with parents and staff to ensure that transition is carefully planned 

and personalised where appropriate. 

Information about each child's learning, progress, interests and individual needs is shared 

with receiving teachers to promote continuity and support ongoing progress. 

The Reception curriculum provides strong foundations for lifelong learning, ensuring that 

children leave the EYFS as confident, curious and capable learners who are well prepared 

for the next stage of their education. 

8. Personal Development, British Values, SMSC, PSHE, RSE and Careers 

Education 

Personal Development 

At Birchfield School, personal development is at the heart of our curriculum. We aim to 

educate the whole child by fostering the knowledge, skills, values and attributes that enable 

pupils to thrive academically, socially and emotionally. 

Through a carefully planned curriculum, strong pastoral care and a wide range of 

enrichment opportunities, pupils develop confidence, resilience, independence and a strong 

sense of responsibility. They are encouraged to become reflective learners who 

demonstrate integrity, empathy and respect for others. 

Personal development is promoted through all aspects of school life, including curriculum 

subjects, assemblies, educational visits, extra-curricular activities, leadership opportunities 

and community engagement. 

The curriculum supports pupils to: 

• develop confidence and self-esteem;  

• build resilience and perseverance;  

• make informed decisions;  

• take responsibility for their actions;  

• develop healthy lifestyles;  

• understand the importance of wellbeing;  

• work collaboratively with others;  

• demonstrate leadership;  

• appreciate diversity and inclusion;  

• contribute positively to society; and  

• prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.  
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Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) Development 

The curriculum actively promotes pupils' Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) 

development. 

Spiritual Development 

Pupils are encouraged to: 

• reflect upon their own beliefs and values;  

• appreciate creativity, imagination and beauty;  

• explore different faiths and worldviews;  

• develop curiosity about the wider world; and  

• consider life's larger questions with openness and respect.  

Moral Development 

Pupils learn to: 

• distinguish right from wrong;  

• understand the consequences of their actions;  

• act with honesty and integrity;  

• demonstrate fairness and compassion; and  

• appreciate the importance of justice and responsibility.  

Social Development 

Pupils are supported to: 

• work collaboratively;  

• resolve conflict respectfully;  

• develop positive relationships;  

• contribute to the school community;  

• demonstrate leadership; and  

• participate actively in charitable and community initiatives.  

Cultural Development 

Pupils develop an appreciation of: 

• Britain's cultural heritage;  

• different cultures, traditions and beliefs;  

• literature, music and the arts;  

• diversity within modern Britain; and  

• the contributions made by people from a wide range of backgrounds.  

Educational visits, performances, themed events and visiting speakers enrich pupils' 

understanding of local, national and global cultures. 
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Fundamental British Values 

Birchfield School actively promotes the fundamental British values of: 

• democracy;  

• the rule of law;  

• individual liberty;  

• mutual respect; and  

• tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.  

These values are embedded throughout the curriculum and wider school life. 

Pupils develop their understanding through: 

• PSHE lessons;  

• Religious Studies;  

• History;  

• assemblies;  

• pupil leadership opportunities;  

• School Council;  

• classroom discussion and debate;  

• charitable activities; and  

• educational visits.  

The school encourages pupils to respect democratic processes, appreciate diversity and 

understand their rights and responsibilities as members of modern British society. 

Teaching is carefully planned to ensure that pupils develop respect for different viewpoints 

whilst recognising the importance of equality, inclusion and the rule of law. 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) Education 

PSHE is a planned programme that supports pupils' personal development and wellbeing 

throughout their time at Birchfield School. 

The curriculum is progressive, age-appropriate and reflects statutory guidance. 

Topics include: 

• emotional wellbeing;  

• healthy lifestyles;  

• physical and mental health;  

• friendships;  

• family relationships;  

• personal safety;  

• online safety;  

• financial education;  

• citizenship;  

• diversity and inclusion;  
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• environmental responsibility;  

• enterprise and employability;  

• careers education; and  

• preparation for adult life.  

PSHE provides pupils with the knowledge and confidence to make informed decisions, 

manage risk responsibly and contribute positively to society. 

Relationships Education and Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) 

Relationships Education is taught throughout the primary phase in accordance with 

statutory guidance. 

The programme enables pupils to develop: 

• healthy friendships;  

• respectful relationships;  

• understanding of families;  

• communication skills;  

• empathy and kindness;  

• personal safety;  

• online relationships; and  

• awareness of bullying and discrimination.  

Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) is delivered in the secondary phase through an age-

appropriate programme that reflects statutory guidance and supports pupils' physical, 

emotional and social development. 

Teaching enables pupils to: 

• understand healthy relationships;  

• respect personal boundaries;  

• understand consent;  

• recognise unhealthy or abusive relationships;  

• appreciate diversity;  

• understand physical and emotional changes;  

• make informed choices; and  

• know where to seek help and advice.  

Parents are informed about the content of the RSE curriculum and the school works in 

partnership with families to support pupils' development. 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

The school recognises that positive mental health is fundamental to learning and 

achievement. 

Wellbeing is promoted through: 
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• PSHE;  

• pastoral care;  

• positive relationships;  

• opportunities for physical activity;  

• Forest School and outdoor learning;  

• mindfulness and reflection where appropriate;  

• enrichment activities; and  

• access to pastoral support.  

Pupils are encouraged to recognise emotions, develop resilience and seek help when 

required. 

Staff receive appropriate training to support pupil wellbeing and know how to respond to 

concerns in line with safeguarding procedures. 

Online Safety and Digital Citizenship 

Online safety is embedded throughout the curriculum and wider school life. 

Pupils learn how to: 

• stay safe online;  

• recognise cyberbullying;  

• protect personal information;  

• identify misinformation and fake news;  

• evaluate online content critically;  

• understand digital footprints;  

• communicate respectfully online;  

• recognise online risks;  

• report concerns appropriately; and  

• use emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence (AI), responsibly and 

ethically.  

Teaching reflects current safeguarding guidance and prepares pupils to participate safely and 

confidently in an increasingly digital world. 

Careers Education 

Birchfield School provides impartial, high-quality careers education that enables pupils to 

make informed decisions about their future education and employment. 

Careers education is progressive and supports pupils in understanding the wide range of 

opportunities available to them. 

The programme includes: 

• careers education within PSHE;  

• visiting speakers from a range of professions;  

• employer engagement;  



 

Updated : August 2026 / Review Date : August 2027  Page 37 

 

• enterprise activities;  

• leadership opportunities;  

• higher education awareness;  

• workplace skills;  

• financial education;  

• interview preparation where appropriate; and  

• guidance on future education pathways.  

Senior pupils are encouraged to reflect on their strengths, interests and aspirations and are 

supported in making informed decisions regarding GCSE options, further education and 

future careers. 

Where appropriate, the careers programme reflects the principles of the Gatsby 

Benchmarks to ensure that pupils receive meaningful encounters with employers, 

education providers and the world of work. 

Parents and members of the wider school community are invited to contribute to careers 

events by sharing their expertise and professional experiences. 

Character Education 

Character development is woven throughout the curriculum and is central to The 

Birchfield Way. 

Pupils are encouraged to develop qualities including: 

• kindness;  

• honesty;  

• resilience;  

• perseverance;  

• responsibility;  

• compassion;  

• integrity;  

• leadership;  

• curiosity; and  

• respect.  

These values are promoted through classroom learning, assemblies, House activities, 

enrichment opportunities, pupil leadership roles, charitable work and everyday interactions 

within the school community. 

Preparation for Life in Modern Britain 

The curriculum prepares pupils to become active, informed and responsible citizens who 

are equipped to contribute positively to society. 

Through their education at Birchfield School, pupils develop: 

• confidence in expressing their views respectfully;  
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• appreciation of diversity and inclusion;  

• understanding of democracy and civic responsibility;  

• awareness of environmental sustainability;  

• financial capability;  

• digital competence;  

• resilience in the face of challenge;  

• leadership and teamwork skills;  

• respect for the law and the rights of others; and  

• the knowledge, skills and character required to flourish in an ever-changing world.  

The school is committed to ensuring that pupils leave Birchfield as confident, compassionate 

and responsible young people who are fully prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities 

and experiences of adult life. 

9. Monitoring, Evaluation and Review of the Curriculum 

Curriculum Monitoring and Evaluation 

At Birchfield School, the quality and effectiveness of the curriculum are regularly monitored 

and evaluated to ensure that it continues to meet the needs of all pupils and remains 

ambitious, relevant and responsive to educational developments. 

Curriculum evaluation focuses on: 

• the quality of education provided;  

• pupils' progress and achievement;  

• curriculum coverage and sequencing;  

• teaching and learning approaches;  

• inclusion and accessibility;  

• pupil engagement and wellbeing;  

• enrichment opportunities;  

• preparation for future education and employment; and  

• compliance with statutory requirements.  

Monitoring enables the school to identify strengths, areas for development and 

opportunities for continuous improvement. 

Roles and Responsibilities 

The Headmistress 

The Headmistress has overall responsibility for ensuring that: 

• the curriculum meets statutory requirements;  

• the curriculum reflects the school's aims and ethos;  

• pupils receive a broad, balanced and ambitious education;  

• appropriate resources and staffing are available;  

• curriculum quality is monitored effectively; and  

• improvements are implemented where required.  
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The Headmistress works closely with senior leaders and subject leaders to maintain high 

standards across the school. 

Heads of School 

The Head of Pre-Prep, Head of Prep and Head of Senior School are responsible for the 

leadership and development of the curriculum within their respective phases. 

Their responsibilities include: 

• ensuring effective curriculum implementation;  

• monitoring teaching and learning;  

• supporting subject leaders;  

• reviewing pupil progress;  

• identifying curriculum priorities;  

• ensuring appropriate support and challenge for pupils; and  

• contributing to school improvement planning.  

The Head of Pre-Prep also maintains oversight of the Early Years Foundation Stage 

curriculum. 

Subject Leaders 

Subject leaders are responsible for the development, quality and progression of their subject 

area. 

Their responsibilities include: 

• maintaining ambitious curriculum plans;  

• ensuring progression of knowledge and skills;  

• supporting colleagues with subject development;  

• reviewing schemes of work;  

• monitoring standards of teaching and learning;  

• analysing assessment information;  

• identifying areas for improvement;  

• ensuring appropriate resources are available; and  

• promoting enthusiasm and expertise within their subject area.  

Subject leaders regularly evaluate their curriculum provision and contribute to whole-school 

curriculum review. 

Class Teachers and Subject Teachers 

Teachers are responsible for: 

• delivering the planned curriculum effectively;  

• adapting teaching to meet pupils' needs;  

• assessing pupil understanding and progress;  

• providing appropriate challenge and support;  
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• maintaining accurate records;  

• promoting inclusion and equality;  

• contributing to curriculum development; and  

• ensuring that pupils develop the knowledge, skills and values identified within this 

policy.  

Teachers use assessment information to inform planning and ensure that pupils make 

sustained progress. 

Learning Enhancement Team 

The Learning Enhancement Team supports pupils with SEND, EAL and additional learning 

needs. 

The team works collaboratively with teachers, parents and external professionals to: 

• identify barriers to learning;  

• develop appropriate support strategies;  

• monitor progress;  

• provide targeted intervention;  

• advise on adaptive teaching approaches; and  

• ensure pupils can access the full curriculum.  

Advisory Committee 

The Advisory Committee provides oversight and challenge to ensure that the curriculum: 

• meets statutory requirements;  

• reflects the school's aims and values;  

• supports pupils' academic and personal development;  

• promotes equality and inclusion;  

• prepares pupils effectively for life beyond school; and  

• maintains high standards of education.  

This is done by reviewing curriculum provision through reports, meetings, visits and 

discussions with school leaders. 

Curriculum Quality Assurance 

The effectiveness of curriculum provision is evaluated through a range of evidence, including: 

• lesson observations;  

• learning walks;  

• work scrutiny;  

• pupil discussions;  

• parent feedback;  

• curriculum reviews;  

• assessment analysis;  

• departmental evaluations;  
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• moderation activities;  

• review of enrichment opportunities; and  

• analysis of pupil outcomes.  

Monitoring activities are used constructively to celebrate strengths, share effective practice 

and identify priorities for development. 

Assessment and Progress Monitoring 

Assessment information is reviewed regularly to ensure that pupils are making appropriate 

progress from their individual starting points. 

Progress is monitored through: 

• classroom assessment;  

• curriculum-based assessments;  

• standardised assessments where appropriate;  

• pupil progress meetings;  

• SEND reviews;  

• examination outcomes;  

• destination information; and  

• discussions with pupils and parents.  

Where pupils are not making expected progress, appropriate interventions, additional 

support or curriculum adaptations are considered. 

Where pupils demonstrate particular strengths or high potential, additional challenge and 

enrichment opportunities are provided. 

Curriculum Development and Improvement 

The curriculum is reviewed regularly to ensure that it remains: 

• ambitious;  

• inclusive;  

• evidence-informed;  

• relevant to pupils' needs;  

• aligned with statutory expectations; and  

• responsive to developments in education and society.  

Curriculum development considers: 

• changes to statutory guidance;  

• developments in subject knowledge;  

• educational research;  

• pupil feedback;  

• staff expertise;  

• technological developments;  

• local and global issues; and  
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• future skills required by pupils.  

The school is committed to continuous improvement and regularly evaluates how effectively 

the curriculum enables pupils to achieve their full potential. 

Extra-Curricular and Enrichment Monitoring 

The school's enrichment programme is monitored to ensure that pupils have access to a 

wide range of opportunities that support academic achievement and personal development. 

The programme is reviewed to ensure: 

• broad participation;  

• appropriate accessibility;  

• relevance to pupils' interests;  

• development of skills and character;  

• opportunities for leadership and teamwork; and  

• contribution to the wider curriculum.  

 


