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The School Advisory committee support and advise the Proprietor and Headmistress in 

making decisions in the best interests of our pupils. We scrutinize the policies and procedures 

of the school.  We work with the Headmistress to plan for future improvements.  We monitor 

the work of the staff.  We monitor safeguarding procedures to ensure every child is safe 

whilst at school.  We monitor financial arrangements and annually submit accounts to 

Companies House. School policies required by the Independent School Standards 

Regulations can be viewed on our website. For information regarding the successes and 

activities of pupils at the school, see the Headmistress’ regular Newsletters and the website.   

 

 

Dear Parents and Friends 

 

This has been a truly historic year in the life of Birchfield School.  For the first time ever, our 

students have remained at the school until the age of 16 and have sat public examinations at 

the school.  We are eagerly awaiting the outcomes! 

 

In particular, I want to thank you the parents for the trust you have placed in the school.  We 

appreciate that this has been and continues to be a very challenging time for all of us 

financially.  As an Advisory body we keep a careful eye on the school’s finances and are 

pleased to report the school is in a healthy position.  

 

We are delighted that despite the financial climate in which Independent Schools are 

operating you have chosen to entrust the education of your child to us.  This has meant that – 

unusually for an Independent school currently – our roll has actually grown.  We have more 

students than ever seeking to benefit from the education that Birchfield School provides.  

Some year groups are full and have waiting lists.  

 

This is a great testament to the leadership of our Headmistress, Mrs Amy Jones and all of her 

staff.  As an Advisory Committee, we thank them on your behalf for the tireless efforts they 

make to ensure your children have the best possible start on their educational journey.   

 

We do not rest on our laurels and are continuing to invest in the school.  This demonstrates 

not only our commitment but also our confidence in the future prosperity of Birchfield.  In 

particular, I want to mention the magnificent Victorian Greenhouse which will help our 

young people learn the value of appreciating the botanical world and provide a stimulating 

learning environment.  We now have an allotment area, fruit trees and bushes, providing a 

home for native insect species and a space for learning how to successfully ‘grow your own’! 

We even have our own chickens! 

 

But traditional classroom learning is not overlooked, with hundreds of new textbooks 

providing essential resources for our senior pupils in their preparation for GCSE 

examinations.  But ‘all work and no play’ is not in the Birchfield ethos; we have extended the 



senior enrichment programme to include activities such as Warhammer!  The expected array 

of activities beyond the classroom continues. 

 

Last year, I referred to the mis-use of handheld devices and the development of AI.  You will 

be aware that the government is taking the matter seriously as there is a growing body of 

evidence of the dangers to children of spending too much time on social media.  Again, we 

urge you to monitor your child’s use outside of school and to follow the advice, guidance and 

policies to be found on the school website. 

 

The school website is full of useful information and along with Newsletters is the best place 

to read of the outstanding progress of the pupils and students at the school in both academic 

and other pursuits. 

 

All such pursuits are only possible because of the dedication of the teaching and support staff 

in providing such a wealth of opportunities for your children both in the classroom and 

beyond.  These additional activities make the school a very special place to be; they are not to 

be found in all schools.  As such, on behalf of you all, as chair of the Advisory Committee, I 

would like to thank the staff who ‘go the extra mile’ to help your child to achieve their 

academic and personal potential.  The support you give the staff makes a difference. 

 

Thank you to you and your children for being such excellent ambassadors on our behalf.  The 

word continues to spread throughout the region of the excellence of the school and the 

excellent value that it represents.  We recruit children from a young age and encourage early 

application to our splendid Reception.  Our students have a place in the Sixth Form at St 

Dominic’s Grammar School guaranteed, provided they meet the same GCSE examination 

results criteria as all other students seeking a place in their sixth form. 

 

And finally, I would like to thank you for your continuing support for and faith in the school.  

We all want what is best for every single child in our care.  We look forward to a happy, 

peaceful and successful year ahead. 

 

Best wishes to you all and I hope you are enjoying a relaxing summer break! 
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