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Key Information  

Introduction 

As schools across the country transfer to new ways of delivering learning remotely, we are aware 

that each family will find themselves in a different situation. In this respect, we have designed our 

remote learning programme with a view to offering flexibility within the timetable. We fully realise 

that some of you may be working from home, whilst endeavouring to support your child or children 

with their home learning whilst for others, with two or more children to support, younger siblings 

or family members to care for or insufficient broadband access, these factors poses challenges of 

their own. We are also mindful that whereas some children will be able to access online learning 

independently, given their age, others will not. For these reasons, please be aware that: 

 

Live and Recorded Lessons 

We recognise that it is of key value if pupils are able to interact for part of the day with their peers 

and teachers through a live session or see their teachers at first hand through a recorded session. 

Aware that live sessions need to be supervised by a responsible adult, we have therefore set fixed 

times for these to take place to help with managing arrangements at home. As you will see from 

your child’s timetable, for pupils in the Prep School, live or recorded sessions via Zoom will take 

place during Period 1 from 9am and from Period 3 from 11:15am and 2:20pm for Years 4-8, allowing 

parents or adults caring to set aside time, where possible, to support their children each day. If    

additional live sessions take place, these will be notified via Google Classroom with at least one full 

week’s notice. Similar timetables are provided for pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 with a 

combination of interactive sessions and activities, so please refer to the timetables for the separate 

year groups. 

 

The School Day 

Inevitably, pupils across all schools will find distance learning more tiring than a typical school day 

due to the level of independence required (as is suitable for their age). For this reason, we are   

timetabling the vast majority of core learning time to fall in the mornings with different options for 

timetabling afternoon learning. It is generally recommended that primary-aged pupils undertake a 

minimum of three hours of online learning per day with four hours for secondary pupils, so we 

would encourage you to follow the timetable and the flexibility it allows in a way that best suits your 

own arrangements. We have purposefully kept our offering full for those who wish it and flexible for 

those who need it. It may be that you decide to use part of the afternoon for outdoor activity and 

then revisit any timetabled learning activities stored on Google Classroom or Tapestry with the 

child later in the day or at a later time. We hope, again, that this will allow families to structure their 

days and needs around remote learning, making it effective and beneficial.  However, please do not 

hesitate to speak to your child’s teachers if you would like to discuss how best to structure the 

school day for your child. 

There may be occasions when a staff member is unwell and unable to schedule the live session as 

planned. We will inform parents and pupils as soon as possible, should this occur. 



Outdoor Activity 

Physical activity, fresh air and outdoor exploration time remain key for all our learners. Times are 

therefore still set for break times and pupils are very much encouraged to use these times to enjoy the 

outside and some form of physical activity to refresh them prior to the next lesson. PE will also be a 

recorded session so there will be the opportunity for pupils to fit in physical development at any time 

of the day. 

 

Children of Critical Workers 

The School will continue to offer a daytime provision for the children of critical workers. They will also 

be supported with their Griffin Learning timetables throughout the day and will draw upon individual 

iPads to access the different programs as their age and lessons require as well as face to face teacher 

contact. Please note that lunch and snacks will be provided and pupils should wear home clothes with 

trainers rather than school uniform. However, pupils should bring their own pencil case and a water 

bottle into school daily. We will continue to monitor the temperature of children and staff on site and 

the staff will contact parents should there be a concern that your son or daughter is not well. Weekly 

testing will operate in line with Government guidance for pupils in Years 7 and 8. 

 

Renaissance 

Pupils are encouraged to continue to read a range of texts and to quiz online via their Renaissance 

Learning log in for pupils in Years 1 to 8. Quizzing from home is possible between Monday to Friday 

and your child’s Form Tutor or English teacher will be able to provide you with the log on information, 

but please do let us know if you are experiencing difficulty with the website. 

 

Prep Activities  

Bearing in mind that the distance learning programme will be more demanding than a typical school day, 

prep activities for pupils in Years 3 to 8 are limited to Mathematics and English activities each week, 

both of which are optional and are posted on the Google Classroom platform a week ahead. For some 

families, this will be sufficient in these unusual times, but others may wish for more, particularly for 

those who may be preparing for examinations in the months ahead. Please do not hesitate to approach 

your child’s subject teacher if you would like more prep activities to support your child and they will be 

happy to oblige. 

In addition, optional Enrichment lessons will be provided to further engage pupils in their learning for 

Years 3-6. 

Assessment 

Pupils will continue to be awarded with House or Dojo Points to celebrate their learning successes and 

feedback will be provided in different forms by their teachers for any work submitted. Teachers will 

continue to assess pupils’ work to inform their ongoing planning and ahead of the half-term point, we 

will be informing parents of the different ways specific year groups will be evaluating learning through 

assessment.  



Technical Support 

Please do not hesitate to contact Mr Denver on mdenver@birchfieldschool.co.uk if you have any    

questions or are having trouble accessing the Griffin Learning programme.  

 

Keeping In Touch 

The teachers will be keeping in touch with parents and pupils on a regular basis but please do let us 

know how your son or daughter is getting on with the programme so that we can continue to work 

with you to best support your child at this time.  

Please note that the school office will be manned throughout this time during normal school hours if you 

wish to call or email and messages will be passed on for those of our staff who are working remotely to 

follow up.  

 

Pastoral Care for Your Child 

For any pupil, remote learning may feel isolating as they crave a return to the friendships and enjoyment 

of learning of a normal Birchfield school day. Please do encourage your child or children to stay active, 

take regular breaks and do not hesitate to tailor the programme so that it fits your family circumstances 

and routines. Children across the school are encouraged to keep in touch with their teachers via the 

Google Classroom and Zoom Streams and calls set up with their teachers and Well-Being Wednesdays 

will also offer a chance to reflect upon their own welfare and emotional well-being on a weekly basis. 

They can help to look after themselves by: 

Going to bed early and getting up early 

Using break times wisely by helping around the house and keeping active 

Trying to keep up with their timetables as much as possible  

Keeping in touch with their teachers 

If at any point you would like to speak to a teacher, please do pick up the phone or email and we will be 

only too happy to listen, to work with you and to support in the best way we can.  

 

Policy Updates 

Please be aware that the School has updated its policies on Safeguarding and Acceptable Use of       

Technology for Pupils as well as Behaviour and Anti-Bullying in light of the transition to remote learning 

and we would ask that you ensure that you are aware of these procedures by reading the policies on  

the school’s website. We will be happy to arrange for a hard copy to be posted out to you if you would 

prefer, so please do contact the school if this is the case. Our priority remains the safe and appropriate 

use of online learning for all our learners. 

The Virtual Classroom Code of Conduct for pupils with guidance for parents and the Home User 

Agreement for Remote Learning are available on Google Classroom and will be discussed as part of an 

induction for new pupils. 
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Summary 

 

The most important aspect of Griffin Learning is that our pupils feel that they can keep in touch with 

school, that they are enjoying their learning and receiving support with any aspect of which they are      

unsure. This will be an unsettling time for them and we want them to feel engaged and interested,     

listened to and valued through the feedback they receive and keen to progress their skills. We also want 

them to know that we are here to help them at any point of their learning journey or simply to talk, just 

as we would during a normal school day. 

If you are experiencing any difficulty in accessing Griffin Learning or tailoring it to your particular           

circumstances as a family, please contact your child’s Form Tutor and we will be happy to help you to        

find a format which suits your needs. 

Above all, enjoy Griffin Learning, please keep well and safe and we look forward to the day Birchfield 

School re-opens to once again share a warm welcome with you all. 
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